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International Panel That Contradicted WHO 
Ruling on Aspartame Has Ties to Coca-Cola 
Front Group 


The World Health Organization’s International Agency for Research on Cancer in July 
classified aspartame, a popular artificial sweetener, as “possibly carcinogenic” — but the 
Joint Expert Committee on Food Additives — which includes members of a longtime Coca- 
Cola front group — reaffirmed the acceptable daily intake of 40 mg/kg of body weight. 
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By Gary Ruskin 


In the World Health Organization's (WHO) July 14 hazard and risk assessments 
of aspartame, the International Agency for Research on Cancer (IARC) classified 
aspartame as “possibly carcinogenic” — but the Joint Expert Committee on Food 
Additives (JECFA) reaffirmed the acceptable daily intake of 40 mg/kg of body 
weight. 


One question is: why the split decision? 


Why doesn't the JECFA recommendation line up with the IARC classification or 
the May WHO guideline not to use non-sugar sweeteners for weight control? 


One possible answer: At least six out of 13 JECFA panel members have ties to 
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JEFCA is an international scientific expert committee administered jointly by the 
Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations and the WHO. 


JECFA panelists ruling on a chemical that is important to Coca-Cola should not 
be affiliated with a longtime Coca-Cola front group. 


This is an obvious conflict of interest. Because of this conflict of interest, JECFA’s 
conclusions about aspartame are not credible, and the public should not rely on 
them. 


Aspartame is the sweetener in Diet Coke. 
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Here are JECFA panelists with ILSI ties: 

e Sue Barlow: Former member of an !LS! committee (ILSI International Food 
Biotechnology Committee). 

e Diane Benford (chair): Former member of an ILS] Europe expert group. 

e Richard Cantrill (vice-chair): Former participant in an ILS! Europe panel. 

e Jean-Charles Leblanc: Former member of an ILS! Europe expert group. 


e josef Schlatter: Former member of ILSI Health and Environmental Sciences 
Institute (HESI) board of trustees. 


e Michael DiNovi: Former member of an ILSI Europe expert workgroup. 
Originally published by U.S. Right to Know. 
Gary Ruskin is the executive director of U.S. Right to Know. 


The views and opinions expressed in this article are those of the authors and do not 
necessarily reflect the views of Children's Health Defense. 
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Sign up for free news and updates from Children’s Health Defense. CHD focuses on 
legal strategies to defend the health of our children and obtain justice for those 
injured. We can't do it without your support 
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25 days ago 


Is there anyone on this site who is surprised at this "revelation"? 
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BChristine ja 
25 days ago edited 

Of course! In the WHO's "possibly carcinogenic" assessment (they can't disclose the entire 
truth about this toxic chemical), you can be certain there will be front groups; especially for 
the "Almighty" Coca-cola. 

We are lucky to have true investigative organizations such as U.S. Right to Know who dig 


deeper for the truth. Unfortunately, the majority of people will not become aware of this and 
blindly believe this bogus front group: JECFA. 
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24 days ago 


Yes. And in perfect lockstep with this "revelation" YouTube is now permeated with "doctors" 
hawking the benefits of aspartame to their obese patients. Aspartame (and all other 
chemical-based sweeteners) are POISON. Gee! What a surprise!!! 
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Is Warren buffet still a big shareholder of Coca-Cola? Is he concerned about this? Isn't 
Stevia a healthy natural alternative? So many organizations protecting the poison products 
on the market today... our species is a bit of a joke when you look at how much money and 
effort we devote to pure poison. 
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Children’s Health Defense® is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization. 
Our mission is to end childhood health epidemics by working 
aggressively to eliminate harmful exposures, hold those 
responsible accountable and establish safeguards to prevent 
future harm. We fight corruption, mass surveillance and 
censorship that put profits before people as well as advocate for 
worldwide rights to health freedom and bodily autonomy. 
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